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“The Potential of Faith” 
 
Hebrews 11:11, 12 (NKJV) 
By faith Sarah herself also received strength to conceive seed, and she bore a child when she 
was past the age, because she judged Him faithful who had promised. 12 Therefore from one 
man, and him as good as dead, were born as many as the stars of the sky in multitude—
innumerable as the sand which is by the seashore. 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

I. Run Back to the ____________________ 

Genesis 16:1-4 
Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no children. And she had an Egyptian maidservant 
whose name was Hagar.  2 So Sarai said to Abram, “See now, the LORD has restrained me 
from bearing children. Please, go in to my maid; perhaps I shall obtain children by her.” And 
Abram heeded the voice of Sarai.  3 Then Sarai, Abram’s wife, took Hagar her maid, the 
Egyptian, and gave her to her husband Abram to be his wife, after Abram had dwelt ten 
years in the land of Canaan.  4 So he went in to Hagar, and she conceived. And when she saw 
that she had conceived, her mistress became despised in her eyes. 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Galatians 4:21-23, 27-31 
Tell me, you who desire to be under the law, do you not hear the law?  22 For it is written that 
Abraham had two sons: the one by a bondwoman, the other by a freewoman.  23 But he who 
was of the bondwoman was born according to the flesh, and he of the freewoman through 
promise, … 
27 For it is written: “Rejoice, O barren, You who do not bear! Break forth and shout, You who 
are not in labor! For the desolate has many more children Than she who has a husband.” 28 
Now we, brethren, as Isaac was, are children of promise.  29 But, as he who was born 
according to the flesh then persecuted him who was born according to the Spirit, even so it 
is now.  30 Nevertheless what does the Scripture say? “Cast out the bondwoman and her son, 
for the son of the bondwoman shall not be heir with the son of the freewoman.”  31 So then, 
brethren, we are not children of the bondwoman but of the free. 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 



_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Genesis 17:15-18 
Then God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her name Sarai, 
but Sarah shall be her name.  16 And I will bless her and also give you a son by her; then I will 
bless her, and she shall be a mother of nations; kings of peoples shall be from her.” 17 Then 
Abraham fell on his face and laughed, and said in his heart, “Shall a child be born to a man 
who is one hundred years old? And shall Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a child?” 18 And 
Abraham said to God, “Oh, that Ishmael might live before You!” 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Genesis 18:9-14 
Then they said to him, “Where is Sarah your wife?” So he said, “Here, in the tent.” 10 And He 
said, “I will certainly return to you according to the time of life, and behold, Sarah your wife 
shall have a son.” (Sarah was listening in the tent door which was behind him.) 11 Now 
Abraham and Sarah were old, well advanced in age; and Sarah had passed the age of 
childbearing.  12 Therefore Sarah laughed within herself, saying, “After I have grown old, shall I 
have pleasure, my lord being old also?” 13 And the LORD said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah 
laugh, saying, ‘Shall I surely bear a child, since I am old?’ 14 Is anything too hard for the 
LORD? At the appointed time I will return to you, according to the time of life, and Sarah shall 
have a son.” 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

II. What __________________? 

Genesis 20:17, 18 
So Abraham prayed to God; and God healed Abimelech, his wife, and his female servants. 
Then they bore children; 18 for the LORD had closed up all the wombs of the house of 
Abimelech because of Sarah, Abraham’s wife. 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 



III. The _____________ of __________________________ 

Genesis 21:1-3 
And the LORD visited Sarah as He had said, and the LORD did for Sarah as He had spoken.  2 
For Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age, at the set time of which God had 
spoken to him.  3 And Abraham called the name of his son who was born to him—whom 
Sarah bore to him—Isaac. 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 


